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A. Review the Context

!,

In the previous session, we considered how Elizabeth praises Mary as the most significant

woman in salvation history, Indeed, Mary is "blessed among all women" and "the mother
of my Lordi' pointing to Mary's unique role as the mother of the King-the Queen Mother.
We also saw that Mary, in a prayer known as the Magnificat, praises God in thanksgiving
for all he is accomplishing in her life and in Israel. The first half of Mary's prayer focuses
on God looking on her lowliness and exalting her to be the Mother of the Messiah, while
the second half praises God for looking mercifully on all the poor and suffering people
in Israel and exalting them. Indeed, what God does in Mary anticipates what God wants
to do for all his people. Finally, we considered how the Visitation scene presents Mary's
journey to Elizabeth in several ways that recall the famous journey made by the Ark of the
Covenant in the Old Testament. Luke's Gospel, thus, reveals Mary to be a new Ark of the
Covenant.

Now we go on another journey with Mary, this time from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where she
will deliver the holy child Jesus. This trip to Bethlehem is not something she has planned.
She is uprooted from her home in Nazareth so that |oseph can take part in the Roman
census that requires him to be counted in his ancestral town. We
picture of Mary's experience at the birth of her son.

will consider the full

will see how this difficult move near the end of her pregnancy affects Mary and discuss
the sorrow any mother would feel about her newborn baby being born in the manger
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Mary's Firstborn:
Did Mary Have Other Children?

ffip;:

The dogma of Mary's perpetual virginity proclaims that Mary remained a virgin
throughout her life (see CCC 499).

'Against this doctrine the objection is sometimes raised that the Bible mentions
brothers and sisters of |esus.1 The Church has always understood these
passages as not referring to other children of the Virgin Mary. In fact |ames
and Ioseph, 'brothers of |esus,' are the sons of another Mary, a disciple of Christ,
whom St. Matthew significantly calls 'the other Mary!2 They are close relations
of Iesus, according to an Old Testament expression"3 (CCC 500).
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Mark 3:31-35, 6:3; 1 Corinthians 9:5; Galatians 1:19.
Matthew 1-3:55, 28:1, cf. Matthew 27:56.
Cf. Genesis l3:8,1-4:1-6,29:15, etc.
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Questians: The Nativity
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Nativity, by Nichlaas de Liemaeckere

because there was no room in the inn. Mary responds to the mysterious events surrounding
Christ's birth by keeping all these things and pondering them in her heart. We will look at
what it means for Mary to "keep and ponder" and examine the significance of Mary bearing

her child in the city of Bethlehem; of her child being described by the angels as "Savior";
and the meaning of her baby being wrapped in swaddling cloths and laid in a manger. All of
these details are charged with great symbolism and meaning in the Bible.
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What Are "swaddling Cloths"?
Swaddling cloths are strips of cloth wrapped around a baby to restrict its movements
and keep it quiet-not unlike the way newborns are wrapped snugly in light blankets
today. The mention of swaddling cloths in Luke's account maybe a reference to Wisdom
7:3-5, in which Solomon says, "My first sound was a cry, like that of all. I was nursed
with care in swaddling cloths. For no king has had a different beginning of existence." If
so, the image may call to mind Solornon, the first "son of David" to sit on Israel's throne
and the son through whom David's royal line is established. Now in Bethlehem is born
his long-awaited heir; wrapped in swaddling cloths.
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The Nativity

I.

The Context

A,

fluke 2:l-5)

Reason for move to Bethlehem: Roman census

Census mentioned four times,

2.

II.

Jesus

birth mentioned one time

born in context of Roman oppression

The Setting: The Place of fesus'Birth in Bethlehem

A.

Bible not clear where they stayed; possibilities:

1.

"lnn" - place of lodging

2.

Home of a relative (two levels)

3.

Cave

a,

- earliest tradition

Jesus laid in

manger:born in humility, poverty, rejection
i
j

B.

Mary's response [Luke 2:19): to keep and ponder
i';,
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III. The Significance of "Keeping" and "Pondering"
A,

Meaning of words

1.

"Ponder" ="to throw side by side"

2.

"Kept" describes one faced with a mysterious event; seeking deeper meaning so as to

,.j

t,

34

|

Session Four Talk Notes

, B;

Mary kept, pondered the events of the Incarnation and birth

L,

Lesson for us

2.

The reason for the move to Bethlehem

a.

Micah 5 prophecy

b.

Luke 2:7: "wrapped" and "laid"

IV. Dogma of Mary's Perpetual

-

connection to Calvary

Virginity

I

A.

Contradictions in Scripture: Do these imply other children?
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B.

t.

Luke2:7: "firstborn son"

Z.

Matthew 13:55: fesus"'brethren"

Explanation of terms

f,_!

1.

"Firstborn" = title for the heir; does not imply siblings

2,. "Brethren"

(adelphoi) used elsewhere for male cousins, for an uncle and nephew, for men

bound by covenant

C.

V.

Scriptural support: f ohn 19 - Jesus entrusts Mary to f ohn

Ways to Imitate Mary (Carried |esus in Womb, Bore Him to the World)

A.

Unite to him in prayer life

Through good deeds, radiating his love

After Mass, united in Holy Communion

